The prelude to a training in operative surgery is intensive exposure to many disciplines. A working knowledge of anatomy, and especially visceral anatomy as opposed to the skeletal and neuro-muscular anatomy of the text books, is essential. This knowledge will receive further refinement later in the operating room, the final school of practical anatomy.
An awareness of the pathology of the lesion, the possible local extent, common complications, and associated conditions possibly calling for synchronous correction, will promote a clearer understanding of the proceedures at which he is about to assist. "As is your pathology, so is your practice" (Sir William Osier). He 
